S O

sewhe an

Olo THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
OLD ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE BUILDING,
KASHMERE GATE : DELHI-110006

No.:CE0/COE,/102(92)/LS-2019/ Instructions/2018/ < 27) Y] -7 L Dated: |9 ’ i ) J¢

To,
The President / Secretary, The President / Secretary,
Delhi Pradesh Bahujan Samaj Party, Delhi Pradesh Bharatiya Janata party,
14A/11, WEA, China Market, 14, Pandit Pant Marg,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110055 New Delhi-110001.
The President / Secretary, The President / Secretary,
Delhi State Committee, Delhi State Committee,
Communist party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist),
4/7, Asaf Ali Road, 14, Vithal Bhai Patel House,
New Delhi-110002 Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001.
The President / Secretary, The President / Secretary,
Delhi State Nationalist Congress Party, Delhi State Indian National Congress,
1, Canning Lane (Ravinder Shukla Lane),| Rajiv Bhawan, 2, Rouse Avenue,
Feroz Shah Road, New Delhi-110001. DDU Marg, New Delhi-110002.
The President / Secretary, The President / Secretary,
All India Trinamool Congress, Aam Aadmi Party,
61, South Avenue, 206, Rouse Avenue,
New Delhi-110011. DDU Marg, New Delhi-110002

Subject : Revision of threshold Election Expenditure/ Donation through cash
transaction in a single day by the Candidates / Political Parties above
Rs.10,000/- (Ten Thousands) by cheque, DD, RTGS /| NEFT or other
electronic mode etc. - Regarding.

Madam/Sir,

| am directed to forward herewith the copy of letter No.76/Instruction/ 2018/
EEPS/ dated 12/11/2018 issued from the Election Commission of India on the subject
noted above alongwith the copy of letter No.76/Instructions/ 2011/EEM, dated 7"" April,
2011, letter No. 76/Instructions/2013/EEPS/ Vol. IV, dated 15" October, 2013, letter No.
76/Instructions/2015/EEPS/Vol. I, dated 9" June, 2015 and letter No. 76/PPEMS/
Transparency/2013, dated 29" August / 19" November, 2014 issued by the Election
Commission of India under Article 324 of the Constitution wherein it had been stated
that the maximum amount for incurring expenditure in cash was Rs.20,000/-.




The threshold of Rs.20,000/- for incurred Election Expenditure by crossed
account payee cheque, bank draft or by RTGS/NEFT has been revisited by the
Commission having regard amendment made in Section 40 (3) of the Income Tax Act,
1961 with effect from 1% April, 2017. Now it has been decided that henceforth that
all Election Expenditure / Donation either by / to Candidate(s) or Political Parties
exceeding Rs.10,000/- (Ten Thousand) in all the situations covered in the afore-
mentioned letters shall be incurred by crossed account payee cheque, or draft or
by RTGS/NEFT or any other electronic mode linked with bank account of the
candidate opened for election purpose or by Political Party.

Further, the figure / word mentioned as Rs.20,000/- in Para(1) of the
Commission’s letter No. 76/Instructions/2011/EEM, dated 7" April, 2011, Para (v) of the
letter No. 76/Instructions/2013/EEPS/Vol. IV, dated 15" October, 2013, Para (3) of letter
No. 76/Instructions/2015/EEPS/Nol. |I, dated 9" June, 2015, Para (iv) of the letter No.
76/PPEMS/Transparency/2013 dated 29" August, 2014 and Para (5) of letter No.
76/PPEMS/Transparency/2013, dated 19" November, 2014 has been substituted with
word and figure Rs.10,000/- (Ten Thousand).

The instruction of the Commission has been come into effect prospectively from
the date of issue of the letter. Copy of all the letters / instructions is enclosed herewith.

This is for your information please with the request to adhere to the instructions.

Yours faithfylly,

Encl: As above.

ELECTION OFFICER (COE)
No.:CE0/COE/102(92)/LS-2019/Instructions/2018/ < 2 )Y |~ 7)) Dated :

Copy to the :-

1) All the District Election Officer of all the Districts of NCT of Delhi for information.

2) Sub Divisional Magistrate(Election) of all the Districts of NCT of Delhi for
information and strict compliance of the instructions issued from the Election
Commission of India.

3) The Senior System Analyst, O/o the CEO, Delhi, Kashmere Gate, Delhi-110006
with the request to upload the same on the website of the CEO, Delhi.

(CHARANUJIT SINGH)
ELECTION OFFICER (COE)
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By Speed Post/Camp Bag/E-mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi -110001
No. 76/Instructions/2018/EEPS/ Dated: 12 November, 2018

To
\/1. The Chief Electoral Officers of all States and UTs.
2. The President/Genera! Secretary of all Political Parties
3. The Treasures of all Political Parties

Subject:- Revision of threshold Election Expenditure/Donation through cash transaction in a single
day by the Candidates/Political Parties above Rs. 10,000/- (Ten Thousands) by cheque,
DD, RTGS/NEFT or other electronic mode etc. — Regarding,.

Madam/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Commission’s letter No. 76/Instructions/2011/EEM, dated 7%
April, 2011, letter No. 76/Instructions/2013/EEPS/Vol. 1V, dated 15" October, 2013, letter No.
76/Instructions/EEPS/2015/Vol.Il, dated gt June, 2015 and letter No.
7PPEMS/Transparency/2013, dated 29" August/19" November, 2014 (copies enclosed) issued
under Article 324 of the Constitution wherein it has been stated that the maximum amount for
mcu{ring expenditure in cash 1s Rs. 20,000/-.  The threshold of Rs. 20,000/~ for incurring of
clection expenditure by crossed account payee cheque, bank draft or by RTGS/NEFT has been

revisited by the Commission having regard amendment made in  Section 40 A (3) of the Income

3@ W.,}\\é Tax Act, 1961 with effect from 1** April, 2017. It has been decided that henceforth all election

o

expenditure/donation either by/to Candidate(s) or Political Parties exceeding Rs. 10,000/~ (Ten
Thousand) in all the situations covered in the afore-mentioned letters shall be incurred by crossed
account payee cheque, or draft or by RTGS/NEFT or any other electronic mode linked with bank
account of the Candidate opened for clection purpose or by Political Party.

2. Accordingly, the figure/word mentioned as Rs. 20,000/~ in Para (1) of the Commission's
letter no. 76/Instructions/2011/EEM  dated 7%  April 2011, Para(v) of letter no.
76/Instructions/2013/EEPS/Vol. 1V dated 15% October 2013, Para (3) of letter no. 76
/Instructions/EEPS/2015/Vol.Il  dated 9" June 201S, Para (iv) of the letter no.
T6/PPEMS/Transparency/2013  dated 29" August 2014 and Para (5) of letter no.
76/PPEMS/Transparency/2013 dated 19" November 2014 shall be substituted with word and
figurc Rs. 10,000/~ (Ten Thousand).

;9 The instruction of the Commission shall come into effect prospectively from the date of
e

issue of the letter. In those cases, where elections have been announced by the Commission, the
instruction may immediately be brought to the notice of the Returning Officers, Expenditure

Observers, Political Parties. Candidates and all other stake holders.




4. This also disposes of the CEQ, Rajasthan letter no. PA.3(1)(2)1/Aaykar/Nirva./2018/8348,
dated 24™ October, 2018.

Yours faithfully,

/
(RAJAN JAIN)
UNDER SECRETARY

(Hindi version follows)
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~-“\_Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi — 110001
No.76/Instructions/2011/EEM | {7 — (- Dated: 7" April, 2011

= a7 &Y

The Chief Electoral Officers of
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & West Bengal

Subject: Instruction on Election Expenditure Monitoring — Expense
related to candidate — payment by cash - reg.

Sir,

With respect to instruction of even number dated 7" February, 2011
political parties have asked for further clarification. Election Commission has

examined the issues and | am directed to clarify the following:

: It is mentioned in the Commission's instructions No.
76/Instructions/2011/EEM dated 07-02-2011 that the candidates shall incur all
election expenses by account payee cheques from Bank account opened for
election purpose, excepting minor expenses where it is not possible to issue
cheque. Some political parties have asked for clarification, specifying the
limits of such cash expenditure. It is hereby clarified that if the amount
payable by candidate(s) to any person/entity for any item of expenditure does
not exceed Rs.20,000/- during the entire process of election, then such
expenditure can be incurred by cash, by withdrawing it from the bank a/c
opened for the purpose of election. All other payments are to be made by

account payee cheque from the said bank account.

2 As per Section 77 of RP Act, 1951, every candidate shall keep
separate and correct account of all expenditure from the date on which he has
been nominated and the date of declaration of result (both dates inclusive). It
is hereby clarified that all candidates, while maintaining their register of
accounts of election expenditure, shall account for all expenditure incurred on

the day of filing of nomination (i.e. from day) and also those incurred prior to

the date of nomination like expenditure on campaign materials etc. which are

used during the post nomination period. All expenses relating to the rally or

\ ~ ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA L%




ue

procession organised while filing nomination shall be included in the accounts
of the candidates.

3. When members of public attend a public rally/procession/public
meeting of candidate(s) by using their own personal vehicle, without receiving
any payment or reimbursement from anybody, it shall not be included in the
expenditure of the candidate. However, the personal vehicles used in the
rally or public meeting for campaign purpose by putting flags or banners or
poster for the benefit of any candidate(s) shall be included in the expenses of
the candidate(s). If the commercial vehicles bearing commercial registration
number are used for rally or public meeting of any candidate(s) the

expenditure on such vehicles shall be included in the account of the
candidate(s).

4, JOne personal vehicle owned and used by the candidate(s) for
campaign purpose shall be treated as campaign vehicle and notional
expenditure on fuel and driver salary as per the market rate shall be included
in the accounts of the candidate(s). In case other vehicles, owned by the
candidate(s) are used for campaign purpose, then the notional expenses as

per the notified rate for hiring of such vehicles shall be calculated by the
candidate(s).

A The use of flags, caps, mufflers with party symbol has been clarified in
Question No. 72 of FAQ on Model Code of Conduct. The expense on such
items of flags, mufflers or caps with party symbol shall be accounted for by
the party concerned as its election expense. |f they bear the name(s) or
photo(s) of candidate(s), it shall be added to the accounts of the candidate.
However, supply and distribution of main apparels like saree, shirt, T-shirt ,
dhoti etc. by party/candidate is not permitted as it is bribery of voters.

6. ECI instruction No. 464/INST/2011/EPS dated 28-03-2011has clarified
that the expense on the vehicle of the district level party office bearers/leaders
(other than star campaigners) for the purpose of their visit to multiple ACs

within the district for electioneering shall not be included in the accounts of




candidate(s). It is further clarified that if the district functionary himself is a
candidate, contesting from the same district and such vehicle is used for his
movement in the constituency from where he is contesting, or such vehicle is
used for campaign for any particular candidate(s), then the hiring charges of
the vehicle shall be included in the accounts of the candidate(s) using the

vehicle for campaign purpose.
Z. You are requested to bring it to the notice of all concerned. :

Yours faithfully,

e — . R s S
(Avinash Kumar)
Under Secretary

Copy to:
1. All National Political Parties.

2. All political parties of the States of Assam, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry.

Avinash Kumar) __—
Under Secretary
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Fax [ E-mail / Speed Post

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No.76/Instructions/2013/EEPS/Vol IV Dated: October 15 . 2013

To

The Chief Electoral Officers
of all States and UTs

Sub. Opening of separate bank account for election expenditure by the
candidates— matter reg.

SirfMadam.

I am directed to state that the superintendence, direction and control of all
elections to Parliament and the Legislature of every State is vested in the Election
Commi‘ssion under Article 324 of the Constitution. Reports are received that the
candidates are spending excessive amount in election campaign, which disturbs
the level playing field and are not showing correct expenses in the day to day
accounts of their election expenses. Therefore, for maintaining the purity of
election process, facilitating maintenance of correct accounts of election expenses
by the candidates and aiso for their proper monitoring, the Election Commission of

india hereby issues the following instructions:

(i) In order to facilitate monitoring of election expenditure, each candidaie
is required to open a separate bank account exclusively for the purpeose of
eiection expenditure. This account can be opened any time only for the purpose of
election, not later than one day before the date on which the candidate files his
nomination papers The Account Number of this bank account shali be
communicated by the candidate in writing to the Returning Officer (RO) of the
constituency at the time of filing of his nomination. Wherever the candidate has
not opened the bank account or not intimated the bank account number, the RO
shall issue a nofice to each such candidate to comply with the Commission's
instructions

- (i) The bank account can be cpened either in the name of the candidate or
in the joint name with his election agent for the purpose of election expenditure

The said bank account should not be opened in the joint name with any family




T

member of the candidate or any other person, if he/she is not the election agent of
the candidate.

(i) The bank account can be opened anywhere in the state. The accounts
can also be opened in any of the banks including the co-operative banks or in the
post offices. The existing bark account of the candidate should not be used for
this purpose as it has to be a separate bank account for election purpose.

(iv) All election expenditure shall be made by the candidate, only from this
bank account All receipts meant for monetary expenses to be incurred by the
candidate on electioneering shall be deposited in this bank account, irrespective
of its source of funding including candidate’'s own fund A self -certified copy of
the statement of this bank account shall be submitted by the candidate to the
DEQO along with the statement of the account of election expenditure as required

to be filed within a period of 30 days from the date of declaration of resuits.

"

(v) The candidate(s) shall incur histher election expenses by crossed
account payee cheque, or draft or by RTGS/NEFT from the bank account opened
for election purpose. However, if the amount payable by the candidate(s) to any
person/entity, for any item of expenditure, does not exceed Rs. 20,000/~ during
the entire process of election, then such expenditure can be incurred in cash, by
withdrawing it from the said bank account.

(vi) The candidate(s) is required to deposit the entire amount meant for
election expenses in the said bank account and all their election expenses are to
be incurred only from the said account.

{vil) The candidate(s) is also required to ensure that neither his/her agents
and followers nor he/she himselftherself carry cash exceeding Rs.50,000/- in the
constituency during election process, as per direction, dated 30.11.2012 of
Hon'ble Supreme Court in the case of Election Commission Vs. Bhagyoday Jan
Parishad and Ors. (SLP No. CC 20906/2012).

(viil) It is nereby clarified that if any election expenses are incurred without
routing it through the said bank account of not by way of cheque or draft or
RTGS/NEFT,as mentioned in para (v) above, it will be treated that the candidate

nas not maintained the accounts in the manner, prescribed by the Commission

(ix) The DEOs shall issue suitable instruction, to ali the banks or post offices

iacated in their districfes to ensure that thev nnen dedicated connters for election




accounts. The banks shall also aliow withdrawals and deposits from the saiqg
account on priority basis during the election period

- I am directed to request you to bring it to the notice of all poiitical parties
candidates, election officials and all concerned.

Yours faithfully,

=L
A ET

(S.K. RUDOLA)
SECRETARY




By Speed Post/e-mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Deihi-110001

No. 76/Instructions/EEPS/2015/\Vol-Ii '/' /F 8—90( Dated 9" June, 2015
/
To

The Chief Electoral Officers of
All States and UTs

Subject: Donations etc.. received by candidates from any person, entity or political
party for the purpose of election campaign during election - regarding

Sir,

The Commission vide its instruction No 76/Instructions/2013/EEPSAolIV dt
15.10.2013 has prescribed that each candidate shall open a separate bank account
for election campaign purposes. through which all amounts meant for campaign
expenses will be routed. The Commission has also issued instruction No.
76/PPEMS/Transparency/2013 dt. 29.08.2014 to the political parties, for making all
payments to the candidates by account transfer and not in cash.

2 It has come to the notice of the Commuission that apart from political parties
candidates alsc often receive large donations or loan in cash during election process
from other persons or entities for their election campaign expenses. In so far as
political parties are concerned, they are required to declare the donations received in
excess of twenty thousand rupees, before the Election Commission, as per the
provisions of section 28 C of the R. P. Act, 1951 for claiming tax reliet under | T. Act
1961.

3 in keeping with the above instructions, the Commission hereby directs that in
the interest of transparency and acccuntability, the candidate(s) shall also not
receive an-y donation or loan in cash, in excess of Rs. 20,000/- from a singie person
or entity during the election process and all donations/loans in excess of Rs. 20,000/-
shall be received by the candidate by A/c payee cheque or draft or by account
transfer and the candidate(s) shall maintain the full name and address of such
persons/entities, which shall be mentioned in relevant columns of day-to-day
accounts and the abstract statement of election expenditure

4 You are requested to bring it to the notice of ali candidates, political parties,

DEOs, Expenditure Observers-and officials concerned.
f g PR EY Tad i e | \
v el B
| -

ok Yours faithfully,
| Sz | ,
‘. q A i ¢ v
i | (S K-Rudola)

L P " SECRETARY
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i ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
&\w‘ Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi - 110001
No.76/PPEMS /Transparcncy /2013 Dated: 29t August 2014
To

1. The President/General Secretary of all Political parties
2. The Treasurer of all Political parties

Subject: Guidelines on transparency and accountability in party
funds and election expenditure matter- regarding.

Sir/Madam,

Under article 324 of the Constitution, Election Commission of India is
vested with the responsibility to conduct free and fair elections.
Concerns have been expressed in various quarters that money power is
disturbing the level playing field and vitiating the purity of elections. To
curb the abuse of money power during elections, the Election
Commission has issued several instructions in the past to the
candidates and political parties from time to time.

2. It is desirable for the political parties to observe transparency and
accountability in respect of funds raised and expenditure incurred,
both during elections and in other times. Further, in the interest of
conduct of free and fair elections, it is necessary and expedient to
provide guidelines for bringing transparency and accountability with
regard to funds of political parties.

3. In order to formulate the guidelines, the Commission sought
comments/suggestions/inputs from all recognized political parties.
While most of these parties supported the issue of transparency
guidelines, some others had a different view., Having regard to the
suggestions received from the political parties and in the interest of
purity of election process, the Commission hereby issues the following
guidelines under Article 324 of constitution, to bring transparency and

accountability in funding of political parties:




(i)

(iii)

Proviso (a) to Section 13A of Income Tax Act 1961, inter alia,
provides that political party shall keep and maintain such
books of accounts and other documents as would enable
proper deduction of its income there from. Accordingly, it is
required that (a) the treasurer of the political party or such
person as authorized by the party, besides ensuring
maintenance of the accounts at all State and lower levels,
shall maintain consolidated accounts at the central party
Head Quarters as required under the aforesaid provision, (b)
the accounts so maintained by him/her shall conform to the
guidance note on Accounting and Auditing of political parties,
issued by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI), and (c) the Annual Accounts shall be audited and
certified by the qualified practicing Chartered Accountants.
The Commission has amended the requirements for
registration of a new political party w.e.f. 8% October 2010,
which inter-alia, require a party to submit a copy of its
audited annual accounts. Accordingly, in order to bring
uniformity, all political parties shall submit to the
Commission or to such authority as mentioned in para (vi)
below, a copy of the audited Annual Accounts with Auditor's
report for each financial year, before 315t October of each
year.

The provisions of section 80GGB and 80GGC of I.T. Act 1961,
inter alia, state that no deduction shall be allowed on the
contributions made in cash by any person or company to a
political party. Accordingly, the political party shall maintain
name and address of all such individuals, companies or
entities making donatien to it, excepting petty sums, donated

by the public only during its public rallies. Further, any

o




(iv)

(v)

(vi)

amount/donation received in cash, shall be duly accounted in
relevant account books and deposited in the party's bank
account within a week of its receipt. However, the party can
retain a reasonable amount required for day to day
functioning of the party and for defraying the cash expenses.
Section 40A (3) of Income Tax Act, 1961, provides that all
payments exceeding Rs. 20,000/- by any business entity to a
person in a day are required to be made by account payee
cheque/draft, except the exempted category as provided in
Rule 6 DD of Income Tax Rules, 1962. Similarly, if a party is
incurring any expenditure, it shall ensure that no payment in
excess of Rs. 20,000/- is made in a day to any person or
company or entity in cash, except where (a) the payment is
made in a village or town, which is not served by a bank; or
(b) the payment is made to any employee or party functionary
towards salary, pension or for reimbursement of his expenses;
or (c) cash payment is required under any statute.

Section 77(3) of the R.P. Act, 1951 provides for a ceiling of
election expenditure for a candidate. Therefore, if the party
desires to provide any financial assistance to its candidates
for their election expenses, such assistance shall not exceed
the prescribed ceiling. Any payment in this regard by the
party shall be made only through crossed account payee
cheque or draft or through bank account transfer and not in
cash.

While the recognized political parties shall file all reports,
namely, the contribution reports in Form 24A, The Audited
Annual Accounts as certified by the Chartered Accountants,
referred to in para 3 (i) above, and the Election Expenditure
Statements, with the Election Commission of India, the

unrecognized parties shall file the same with the Chief




Electoral Officer (CEQO) of the respective states (i.e. the state
where the party Head Quarters is situated) in the prescribed

time and manner.

4. The above guidelines shall apply to all political parties with effect
from 1%t October 2014.

Your,s_;\ faithfully,
At~allim

(MALAY MALLICK)
UNDER SECRETARY

Copy to: -

1. All CEOs with request to bring it to the notice of all political parties
of their respective states.

2. The Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes, North Block, New
Delhi for making relevant rules for the political parties.

3. The President, Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, ICAI
Bhawan, Indraprastha Marg, Post Box No. 7100, New Delhi- 110022,

for incorporating the points in the Guidance note on political parties.




ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
76/PPEMS/Transparency/2013 Dated 19" November 2014

To

1. The President/General Secretary
of all political parties

2. The Treasurers of all Political Parties

Subject Clarification of transparency guidelines for the political parties issued
by Election Commission of India on 29.8. 2014 - matter reg.

Madam/Sir,

Kindly refer to Commission's letter No. 76/PPEMS/Transparency/2013 dated
29.8.2014. wherein the Commission issued transparency guidelines for the political
parties invoking Article 324 of the constitution. Representations have been received
from a few parties raising doubt about the powers of the Commission and asking for
clarifications on certain issues. After considering the representations. the following
issues are hereby clarified:

1. Under Article 324 of the Constitution, the Commission has pienary powers and
also sacred duty to conduct free and fair elections in the country. Of late. the
increasing use of Black money in election campaigns has been noticed and is
causing serious concern all around. The use of black money in elections disturbs
the level playing field and witiates the purity of election process. Therefore, there
was need to issue the transparency guidelines, in order to protect the purity of
election process and for conduct of free and fair elections, as enshrined in the
Constitution. There was legal vacuum in this area, which can be filled by the
Election Commission of India as held by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in Mohinder
Singh Gill vs CEC (AIR 1978 SC 851).

F A The guidelines have been framed after due consuitation with all recognized
political parties. The lawful instructions, thus issued by the Commission under
Article 324, are binding on all political parties and their violations shall affect the
transparency of election process which is the bedrock of a democracy.

3. The instruction to political parties to file Annual Audited Accounts with the
Commission is essential for maintaining transparency in the functioning of political
parties, which i1s an essential 'ingredient for conduct of free and fair election. The
direction to maintain the name and address of the individuals, companies and
entities making donations to the political parties is intended to ensure that no funds




are received by the political parties from prohibited sources as stipulated in section
29B of the RP. Act 1951. However, the Commission is alive to the practice of
raising funds by political parties through hundilbucket collection in public
meetings/rallies, where it is not possible to record the name and address of the
donors. Therefore, the Commission has exempted such collections from the ambit of
the above instruction. In case of all donations other than those raised through
hundifbucket collection in a public meeting/rally, the record of name and address of
each donor has to be maintained by the political party, as is done by all other
social/civil society/organizations.

4 The cash received by political parties has to be deposited in its bank accounts
within a period of 10 working days excepting the amount required to defray its day-
to-day expenses. It is clarified that the total amount of cash in hand of a registered
poiitical party for the purpose of defraying its day-lo-day expenses shall not normally
exceed the average monthiy cash expenditure of the party during the last financial
year.

5  All political parties are required to submit their eiection expenditure statement
before the ECI within 75 days of assembly election or 90 days of Lok Sabha
elections as stipulated by the Election Commission of India in pursuance of the order
of the Hon. Supreme Court and it is thus required that the parties file their true and
correct statement of their election expenses within the stipulated time limit  Since all
the political parties and candidates are having bank accounts and also the banks
have extended services (o foster inclusiveness, all parties shall make payments in
excess of Rs.20.000 to a person or entity on a single day by account payee cheque
or draft or by account transfer excepting the payments, mentioned in para {1V} of the
said Transparency Guidelines. This will help in curbing excessive flow of cash
during elections and will bring in transparency in the election expenditure of the
parties

8. It has been the endeavour of the Commission to maintain level piaying fieid for
all political parties and all candidates during elections.  In the interest of conduct of
free and fair elections, all parties are required to follow the transparency guidelines
issued by the Commission, and violation of lawful direction of the Commissicn may
entail action, as envisaged under para 16A of the Election Symbols (Reservation
and Allotment) Order, 1968.

Yours faithfully,

b

(Malay Mallick)
UNDER SECRETARY




