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To

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, DELHI

LD ST. STEPHEN'’

LLEGE BUILDING,

KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006

g

Dated: | %"// Ji t/ o2
f

The District Election Officer (North West), Office of the
DC(NW), Kanjhawala, Delhi.

The District Election Officer (South), Office of the Dy.
Commissioner, BDO Office, MB Road, Saket, New
Delhi

The District Election Officer (North East), DSIIDC Complex,
Nand Nagri, Delhi

The District Election Officer (Central), Old
Employment Exchange Building, 14, Darya Ganj, New
Delhi-110002

The District Election Officer (South West), Old Terminal Tax
Building, Kapashera, Delhi-110037

The District Election Officer (East), I&F Department
Complex, A Block, LM Bandh, Shastri Nagar, Delhi

The District Election Officer (West), Old Middle School
Building Complex, Rampura, Delhi

The District Election Officer (New Delhi), 12/1, Jafn
Nagar House, Shahjahan Road, New Delhi

The District Election Officer (North), Office of the District
Magistrate (North), Near Shardhanand College, GT Karnal
Road, Alipur, New Delhi-110010

The District Election Officer (Shahdara), O/o The
DEO/DC (Shahdara), DSIIDC Complex, Nand Nagri,
Delhi

The District Election Officer (South East), O/o The DEO/DM(South East), Old Gargi College, Lajpat Nagar-IV, New

Delhi-110024

Subject :- Voting by Blind and infirm Voters- instruction — req.

Madam / Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of letter No.4/Misc./ECI/LET/FUNC/SDR
dated 23.10.2017 received from Sr. Principal Secretary Election Commission of India
regarding Voting by Blind and infirm Voters- instruction. The letter is being forwarded

with the request to follow the instructions contained in the letter and spirit.
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Yours fA| i{clj/fJ{f}ly,

/
/

(0 { ,;

f 7 i

-

(Chararjit Singh)
EO (COE)
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Encl: As above.

Copy to :-

1. All SDM (E) with the request to circulate the instruction to all ROs of ACs.
2. P.S. to CEO/ P.A. to AddI.CEO, Delhi.
\_/3/Sr. System Analyst for kindly upload the same on the website(English & Hindi) in
instruction link.
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI- 110001
No.4/MISC/ECVLET/FUNC/JUD/SDR Dated: 23" October, 2017

To, 8% |
’ The Chief Electoral Officer of ﬁuk\)\ \JJW' oo

All States and Union Territories. a \
Sub: - Voting by Blind and infirm Voters-instructions — regarding. ; ,éQ(\‘\

Sir,
[ am directed to state that Rule 49N of the Conduct of the Elections Rules, 1961, which

deals with the recording of votes of blind or infirm electors provides that if the presiding officer
is satisfied that owing to blindness or other physical infirmities an elector is unable to recognize
the symbol on the balloting unit of the voting machine or unable to record his vote by pressing
the appropriate button thereon without assistance, the presiding officer shall permit the elector to
take with him a companion of not less than eighteen years of age to the votinig compartment for
recording the vote on his behalf and in accordance with his wishes. It further says that 1o person

°ha11 be permltted to act as the companion of more than one elector at any pollmg station on the

- same day.

2. For uniformity in application of the provisions in the said Rule, the Commission has
formulated the following comprehensive instructions to be followed uniformly by all States and

Union Territories for voting by blind and infirm voters at the polling station: -

companion only up to Voting Compartment in the Polling Station, but not inside the

Voting Compartment. This will apply in cases where the nature of pl1yswal infirmity is
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such that the elector needs assistance only for his movement and not for voting. The
Presiding Officer has to take decision in such cases.
(ii) Sub-rule (2) of Rule 49N provides that the Presiding Officer shall keep a record of cases

where electors record vote with the assistance of companion in Form 14A. This should

cover all cases where the companion is permitted to go into the voting compartment with
the elector to assist him in recording th'e vote. Cases where a companion only comes to
assist the elector in his movement and does not go into the voting compartment shall not
be included in Form 14A.

(iii) While Scrutinizing of various documents such as the Forml7A, Presiding Officers
Diaries etc, by the Observer and Returning Officer on the day following the day of poll,
Form 14A shall a¥sﬂc)>ﬂbe sgrptﬁip}ized to see whether there are unusually larger no. of cases

of companions accompanying the electors in recording votes in any Polling Station,

which may create suspicion about the fairness of poll.

(iv)As per the first proviso to sub-rule (1) of Rule 49N, one person cannot act as the
companion of more than one elector. In order to facilitate the polling staff to ensure

compliance of these provisions, application of indelible ink shall also apply to the

companion. Indelible inkg_shall be}pplied_ og_;_rthre right inde}ﬁr}ger of the cqug;}iqn.
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Marking of ink on the left index finger of the elector in such cases shall continue to apply
as per the existing provisions. . |
(v) Before an elector is permitted to take- with him a companion inside the voting
compartment, the right index finger of the companion should be checked to ensure that 1t
is not already marked with indelible ink. If it is found to be already marked, such person

cannot be permitted to be companion for the purpose of Rule 49N.
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(vi) Companion shall leave Polling Station Location immediately after assisting an

infirm/blind voter.
3. The above instructions may be communicated to all DEOs and ROs in the State and also

to the political parties based in your state.

Kihdly acknowledge receipt.

Yours faithfully,

(K.F.WILFRED)
Bi. Pr. Secretary



